
WELCOME TO
ARTISTIC ANNOTATIONS!
Activity 1- Artistic Analysis



In this folder for Activity 1, 
click on the video lesson 

for Activity 1



Hello!

We’re so happy that you’re a part of 
Improving the Blank Page!

My name is Nikki Broussard and I 
am an English teacher at Acadiana 
High School. 

This project was designed by Connie 
Melancon, Cheryl Gelsomine, and 
myself.



3 MINUTE 
FREE WRITE

1. Keep your hand moving the whole time. Don’t pause to 
reread the line you have just written. That’s stalling and trying to control 
what you’re saying.

2. Don’t cross out and especially don’t erase. That’s editing, not 
writing. Even if you write something you didn’t mean to write, leave it.

3. Don’t worry about spelling, punctuation, or grammar. 
Don’t even care about staying within the margins or lines on the page.

4. Lose control. Don’t think. Don’t get logical.



3 MINUTE 
FREE WRITE

Set a 3 minute timer and go!

You’re writing about this image!
Use paper and pen!
Don’t stop writing!



CONCRETE 
DETAILS

In narrative writing, concrete language means things that 
we can actually touch and hold; things in the real, physical 
world that engage the five senses. When we write sensory 
details, we engage any of the five senses: see, hear, taste, 
touch, and smell.

So you can use that when you see an image. Does it evoke a 
memory you have from childhood? Can you imagine 
hearing something? Do you smell anything when looking at 
a piece of art?



CONCRETE 
DETAILS

Set a 1 minute timer and go!

You’re writing about this image!
Use paper and pen!
Don’t stop writing!

Remember you can use concrete details!
Sounds like...

Taste like...
Looks like...
Feels like...

Smells like...



CONCRETE 
DETAILS

Feels cold and damp.
Looks like an island with a cliff.

Sounds like waves crashing.
Taste salty from the sea.

Looks like a chest of golden coins.
Looks like a victorious and happy man.



NOW
ANALYZE

Use your knowledge from the past two 
writing activities to help you develop and 

analyze this book cover art. 

It doesn’t have to be in complete sentences. 
Bullets are okay.

What do you think this book is about?
Does anything stand out to you?

What intention did the artist have?

Set a 3 minute timer and go!



● Chess piece - strategic, king, won

● Color pallette - Moody

● Treasure map - connection to count, 
maybe he was poor before, he elevated 

his status

● A cliff - cliff hanger, suspense, hard 
choices

● Layers - clif in the back, then the map, 
then the crowned chess piece

ARTISTIC 
ANALYSIS



A PICTURE IS WORTH A 
THOUSAND WORDS



Why is book cover 
art important?

A book cover creates 
the first impression on 

its potential readers.

If the cover is not 
designed well, you 

will lose sales.

A book cover design is 
one of the most 

important aspects of 
marketing a book. 

A successful book 
cover needs to make a 

reader 'feel' the 
manuscript rather than 

'tell' about it.



3 MINUTE 
FREE WRITE

Set a 3 minute timer and go!

You’re writing about this image!
Use paper and pen!
Don’t stop writing!



CONCRETE
DETAILS

Set a 3 minute timer and go!

You’re writing about this image!
Use paper and pen!
Don’t stop writing!

Remember you can use concrete details!
Sounds like...

Taste like...
Looks like...
Feels like...

Smells like...



CONCRETE 
DETAILS

Feels like a million hands pulling in different 
directions.

Feels tiring.
Looks like the focus is solely on the 

handmaid.
Sounds silent.

Taste like blood.
Smells like sweat.

Looks like her story will finally be told.



NOW
ANALYZE

Use your knowledge from the past writing 
activity to help you develop and analyze this 

book cover art. 

What do you think this book is about?
Does anything stand out to you?

What intention did the artist have?

Set a 3 minute timer and go!



● Head- The hat makes it so she isn’t meant to be seen, she’s 
looking down -perhaps defeated?

● Turtle neck- conservative, maybe religious

● Four hands are pulling and holding her tight, she’s not in 
control. While the center hand pulls on her strings like she’s 

a puppet and they’re the masters.

● She’s unraveling,  multiple people preventing that. 

● She might be the handmaid because she’s in red and so is 
the “handmaid” in the title

● The red strings almost look like arteries- life line- the hands 
are stealing it. The red strings also remind me of a spider’s 

web and how maybe she’s their prey.

ARTISTIC 
ANALYSIS



ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

ARTISTIC ANNOTATIONS



So what is an annotated bibliography?

● An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to 
books, articles, and documents. Note: alphabetical 
order.

● Each citation is followed by a brief (usually about 
150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the 
annotation. 

● The purpose of the annotation is to inform the 
reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the 
sources cited.ANNOTATED 

BIBLIOGRAPHY



Why do you need to know this?
● It’s an academic given - you’re going to have to annotate 

(research, poetry, novels, etc.) at some point in your 
academic career. 

You should practice because...
● It needs to be a compact critical response.

Therefore,
● We’re using this early pre-writing activity to warm you 

up to be able to respond to a piece of literature or a text, 
but today we will be using art.

● We’ve selected art because it’s visual and it’s fast.
● But it relates to text similarly because it’s still analyzing 

your thoughts on the piece.
ANNOTATED 
BIBLIOGRAPHY



INSTRUCTIONS for 
ACTIVITY 1:

1 2
Now create a new 

Google Doc

Copy the book cover art that you chose 

 Paste it in your new 
Google Doc.

Type your 3 minute 
Artistic Analysis 

Label the Google Doc:
Your name - Activity Name

Example:
Nikki Broussard-Artistic Annotations-Activity 1

Turn in under the folder _______ !

In Google Drive go to the folder 
for today’s lesson that’s labeled 

Artistic Annotations

Click on 
Activity 1

Click on 
Book Cover Art Options

Browse through them.
You will need to select at least one, 
but you can do more if you want.

You will do the same writing 
activities that we just did, but for 
the book cover art that you have 

chosen.



The Book Cover Art 
Options Folder is here



The slides are here in case 
you want to see the notes 
in a form other than the 

video 



THANKS and have a   
GREAT WEEK!

Questions?

nlbroussard@lpssonline.com

cemelancon@lpssonline.com

cagelsomine@lpssonline.com



Don’t forget to do 
Activity 2 

for this Lesson on 
Artistic Annotations!

Activity 1 was just the 
warm up exercise!


