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Download Your Materials:

● Presentation PowerPoint

● Listing Activity Handout

● Workshop Cheat Sheet/Handout

● “It Sounds Like Me”: Using Creative Non-fiction to 

Teach College Application Essays

● The Story Beyond the Transcript: Scholarship/Entrance 

Essay Writing Workshop



Listing Activity
Part 1:  Follow instructions for creating lists according 

to the various options. **Please note: You may choose 

to address 2-3 lists or all of them--the choice is up to 

you! The goal of this exercise is to generate ideas so 

you should try to be as specific/detailed as possible.



Improving the Blank Page: 
A Partnership between 

Lafayette GEAR UP and the 
National Writing Project 
of Acadiana (NWP-A)

Poem by: Nicanor Parra





Gaining Early Awareness and 
Readiness for Undergraduate 

Programs (GEAR UP)

● Over 40,000 touch points over the past six years
● Provide experiences to help students to tell their 

stories
● Building student voice will help students prepare for 

post-secondary writing



The Story Beyond the Transcript: 
Scholarship/Entrance Essay 

Writing Workshop
● Setting the Stage

● Design of Workshop

● Participants



Workshop Objectives:
You will be able to:

1) Deconstruct common college/scholarship essay prompts

2) Generate ideas in response to common college/scholarship essay prompts

3) Apply strategies to the college essay writing process



Listing Activity
Part 2:  From your lists, identify key words/phrases that 

stood out to you. Then, identify one word/phrase you 

believe is most powerful. 

Use this word/phrase to begin writing a true story by 

telling the story in two parts: 

1) Describe the story--concrete details of what happened 

2) Describe how you felt and what you thought (at the 

time, afterward, currently) 

Consider how to embed analysis and reflection into the 

story to produce stronger, more vivid writing. 



Listing Activity
Part 3: Using the same word selected in Part 2, respond 

to one prompt from the Listing Activity handout based on 

where your starred word is located.

For example: If your starred word or phrase was from the 

“Significant Life Events or Lessons” list, you would 

respond to the following prompt:
If you could send a letter to your younger self during a 
tough time what would you say and why? What advice 
would you give? What encouragement would you offer? 



What is Creative 
Nonfiction?

A blending of genres where the writer 
tells a true story, while bringing in 
creative elements to show their voice, 
feelings, and reflections.

“It is grounded in truthfulness, requires authorial 
reflection, and reflects stylistic techniques usually 
ascribed to fiction” (Wells, 2008, p. 48).



Why Creative Nonfiction?

College admissions and scholarship 
essays should reveal something about a 
person, including “the student’s voice, 
personality, and unique way of looking 
at the world” (Wells, 2008, p. 47).

“Often, the best essays are ones that tell a big story in 
a small way: By focusing on a small event, the essayist 
shows how that reflects something larger” (Wells, 
2008, p. 47).



■ Topic 1 (significant experience): 6.44%

■ Topic 2 (issue of importance): 4.55%

■ Topic 3 (person of influence): 14.82%

■ Topic 4 (character or historical figure): 3.20%

■ Topic 5 (ethical dilemma): 31.70%

■ Topic 6 (topic of choice): 39.29%

Source: Write Your Way Into College

Common Essay Topics



Tips for 

Approaching 

Scholarship 

Essays

DECONSTRUCT THE PROMPT
● Read it

● Take it apart

● Highlight keywords and verbs

● Understand what what they are trying to learn about you and what 

you have to do to help them learn it

BRAINSTORM/LIST IDEAS
● Plan how you will tell your story before you begin writing

WRITE, REVISE, AND EDIT

● Be sure to share your work with others, and be willing to accept 

constructive criticism

● HOWEVER, it is your essay, so you do not have to accept changes



D
ec

on
st

ru
ct

in
g 

a 
Pr

om
pt

.

READ IT

The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be 
fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you faced a 
challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what 
did you learn from the experience?
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TAKE IT APART

The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be 
fundamental to later success. 
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TAKE IT APART

The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be 
fundamental to later success. 

Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. 
How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the 
experience?
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HIGHLIGHT KEY WORDS AND VERBS

The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be 
fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you faced a 
challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what 
did you learn from the experience?
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UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY ARE TRYING 
TO LEARN FROM YOU AND WHAT YOU HAVE 
TO DO TO HELP THEM LEARN IT

Choose your story wisely and be truthful. Don’t write something 
just because you think it's what the reader wants to read.



Pt. 3 Continued: 
Responding to Your Prompt
1. Deconstruct Your Prompt
2. Use your list as inspiration for your writing and brainstorm 

further as needed.
3. Write, revise, and edit a response of at least 500 words on 

page 4 of your “Story Beyond the Transcript” document.



Bringing It All Together & 
Next Steps

• Next Steps: Working with students earlier (than 
January of senior year) to help with college application 
essays

• On-going partnership between Michelle, Megan, Toby
• Inquiry project: partnership between pre-service 

teachers and GEAR UP 



Thank you! MS. MEGAN BREAUX
GEAR UP Partnership & Data Coordinator
mcbreaux01@lpssonline.com

DR. MICHELLE KREAMER
Assistant Professor of Education, 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette

Questions?

DR. TOBY DASPIT
Professor of Education/Interim 
Department Head, University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette

hmkreamer@louisiana.edu

toby.daspit@louisiana.edu


