
“The Big Decision” 
Exploring Perspectives 
through Research and 
Creative Writing



HELLO!
We are 
Mrs. Jillian Boudreaux

jjboudreaux@lpssonline.com
Dr. Catherine Godbold

crgodbold@lpssonline.com 
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1.
The Inspiration
“On the Rainy River” from Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried
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The Story
◈ Click here for a copy of the story excerpt

◈ The choice? 
◆ Be drafted in the Vietnam War
◆ Run away to Canada
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/10spJkb0I-0uV2UCNOj5yQqkxQqxMS4C9/view?usp=sharing


After Reading
◈ How do all of the people he sees play into 

his decision? 
◈ Which people/characters are interesting or 

unexpected?
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The Connection
When we research, we have to consider various perspectives, like 
the people cheering the narrator to different shores. 
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Write about a big decision you’ve made (or will 
make). Like in O’Brien’s story, different people 
will show up to reflect/influence your choices. 

Creative Task: Overview
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Write about a big decision you’ve made (or will 
make). Like in O’Brien’s story, different people 
will show up to reflect/influence your choices. 

Creative Task: Overview
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You can also write 
about a movie, book, 

or TV show 
character’s decision.



Creative Task: Instructions - 1
◈ Create a Google Doc or get a fresh page in 

your notebook. 
◈ Setting (3 min.)
◆ Write down concrete details about the 

place where you made (or wish you could 
make) this decision.
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Creative Task: Instructions - 2
◈ Brainstorm characters (3-5 min.)
◆ At least 10, supporting different sides
◆ Include 1 historical/celebrity figure
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Suggestions:
Family 
Friends
Favorite characters
Role models



Creative Task: Instructions - 3
◈ Research Historical/Celebrity Figure (15-20 

min.)
◆ Find one source per person (not Wikipedia)
◆ Record website name and author (if 

possible)
◆ Take a few notes relevant to which of your 

choices they’d probably support 11



“If you’d like a sample story 
(including the research steps) click 
this link.  
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JoI-Exe9G-FcIg3YEh8kvIx4pisdbIQEOi6qlprfbDw/edit?usp=sharing


Creative Task: Instructions - 4
◈ Write your story! (15-20 min.)
◆ Use dialogue to have some characters 

(including the ones you researched) offer 
their opinions on your choice
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So how does this help me do better research? 
1
You found information 
about people and used 
it to guess how they 
would feel about an 
issue. (Research, 
Inference, Evaluation)

2
You considered how 
different people’s 
perspectives might 
agree or disagree. 
(Synthesis)

3
You included 
perspectives from 
relevant sources in the 
discussion. (Using 
Evidence)
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In research, you have to find evidence from 
various sources and synthesize how the 
evidence and perspectives relate in order to 
understand all sides of an issue. Then you can 
make an informed decision.
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THANKS!
We hope you enjoyed it!



CREDITS
Special thanks to all the people who made and 
released these awesome resources for free:
◈ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
◈ Photographs by Unsplash
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http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/


PRESENTATION DESIGN
This presentation uses the following typographies and colors:

◈ Titles: Oswald
◈ Body copy: Tinos

You can download the fonts on these pages:

https://www.fontsquirrel.com/fonts/oswald · https://www.fontsquirrel.com/fonts/tinos

You don’t need to keep this slide in your presentation. It’s only here to serve you as a design guide if 
you need to create new slides or download the fonts to edit the presentation in PowerPoint®
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https://www.fontsquirrel.com/fonts/oswald
https://www.fontsquirrel.com/fonts/tinos

